
FRESH NEWS from Highland  12.19.18 
From the desk of Ryan Henderson, Principal 
  
Highland Families,  
  
As we wrap up the first few months of the school year, I wanted to reach and give you a few updates. I’ll keep it brief as I know we are 
all so busy in this season.  
  
A few things that have made me smile lately:  
- I have been spending a lot of time watching MATH learning in action. Across classrooms and grade levels, students are working hard 
to make sense of challenging math! It is powerful to see each student share their thinking and strategies and benefiting from the 
thinking of their classmates.  
- I have seen teachers intentionally LEARNING with and from one another. Teachers are connecting in powerful ways about how they 
teach, particularly in literacy and math.  
- Our STAFF, which includes nearly two dozen new faces this year, is coming together well to meet the needs of kids. It is wonderful to 
see these teams in action with fresh energy and ideas. They are becoming more skilled as teachers because of their regular 
collaboration.  
- We have a GENEROUS group of families who have provided nearly 70 cocoa and cookie packets to the Lake Stevens Food BANK 
and generous staff members who donated dozens of gifts to benefit Highland families.  
- As I meet regularly with Mr. Hedges, Counselor, and Mrs. P, Proactive Coach, we are celebrating the fact that 87% of our students 
have been consistently safe, responsible and respectful as measured by office disciplinary referrals. In addition, only 3% of our students 
have 3 or more office referrals. This is a great number and allows us to provide more support to the students who need the most 
support.  
- We were inspired by local HEROES thanks to our PTA who brought in to our monthly assemblies public servants and community 
leaders who can inspire our students to participate in our PTA Reflections program.  
- Our Highland ROBOTICS team competed in their first Robotics Tournament recently and learned a lot in the experience. They are 
excited for this season!  
- Our VIOLIN Club was able to perform prior to our third grade Winter concert last week. So fun to see kids jazzed about instrumental 
music!  
  
Lots of things to be proud of around here!  
  
A couple things as we head into the new year:  
- The dedicated email address of hlattendance@lkstevens.wednet.edu is the VERY BEST way for us to be made aware of your 
child’s absence. If you are communicating individually with your child’s teacher, please CC this address if possible.  
- This year we have set a rigorous goal of having a daily average attendance rate of 97%. As evidenced by our October and November 
percentages, we have some work to do to meet our goal. Every student focusing on being “at school, on time, full day, every day that 
they are well”  will help us increase our daily attendance rate and most importantly will mean your child will learn more! 
- We regularly hear students say that they were told by their parents to “defend themselves” in conflict situations with classmates. We 
would appreciate your help in students using additional strategies like: use your words, say “no” or “stop” like you mean it, get an adult 
to help, or walk away. All of these can go a long ways in not escalating a situation. It’s important to know that anytime a child uses their 
body to solve a problem there will be follow up and consequences for that choice.  
- Finally, you are invited to join us at our very relaxed Winter Sing Along this Friday, December 21 at two times: Grades K, 2 and 5 at 
9:00, and Grades 1, 3 and 4 at 9:40, both in the Commons. If you plan to join us (feel free to bring younger siblings), please leave time 
to park and check in at the office.  
  
Happy Holidays from my family to yours! My wife and I are so grateful that I get the chance to care for your children each day as 
part of the Highland community!  
  
All my best,  
Mr. H 
425.335.1590 direct 
360.618.2284 mobile – reach out by call or text anytime!  
  
P.S. Enjoy that nice, long break. We will see you for a beautiful fresh start of a new year on Monday, January 7, 2019!  


